INTERACTIONS
When Cinema looks to Nature
Twelve International Filmmakers shaping Human and Animal
Relationship inside Biodiversity, Climate Change, Ecosystem,
Environment and Water Risks

ART for The World is an NGO associated with the UNDPI (United Nations Department of Public Information).
It was founded in 1995 during the 50th Anniversary of the United Nations and is based in Geneva with
permanent collaborations in Italy, Brazil, India, Switzerland and in other countries. Among a large number of
cultural projects inspired by the UDHR and the SDG, the NGO was invited to organize the 50th Anniversary
of WMO with the travelling art exhibition The Edge of Awareness and the UNHCHR’s 60th Anniversary with
the production of 21 short films Stories on Human Rights. Since 2012, the NGO participates actively into the
global effort to increase awareness on the effects of Climate Change and Environment on ourselves and on
our Mother Earth by involving art and cinema communities, organizing large travelling art exhibitions, and
producing series of short movies by well-known filmmakers from around the world.
www.artfortheworld.net
With its 2019’s long feature film production Interdependence (1’20’’) by eleven international filmmakers on
Climate Change and Environment, ART for The World was the winner in 2021 of the Best Narrative Feature
at the London Eco Film Festival, while during all 2020 the film was seen by more than 500 million of viewers
thanks to the distribution of Eurovision/EBU and its partners on five continents. –
www.interdependencefilm.com
INTERACTIONS is ART for The World’s new anthology film production with original short stories questioning
the animal life, the conservation of nature, the deforestation, the ecosystem, environment, health, marine life,
species extinction, water and more. Composed by 12 original short films of 6’ - 8’ (docu-fiction, animation,
comedy, drama, SF) each to be shot during 2022 and released for its world premiere at the International Film
Festival of Rome in October 17, 2022.
As the result of the relevance and success of the production of Interdependence, INTERACTIONS benefits
of the partnerships of ART for The World’s previous film production which includes DDC (Swiss Direction of
Development and Cooperation / Ministry of Foreign Affairs), the International Secretariat of Water (Canada),
Gail (India), Cariplo Foundation (Italy), SESC São Paulo (Brazil) , Okslen (Brazil), Instituto e (Brazil), Voice
Over Foundation (Italy), One Planet One Future (Italy), Paul Schiller Stiftung, Zürich (Switzerland) as well the
collaboration of 02 POS (Brazil), GEO (Group on Earth Observations), Worldrise (Italy) and Planet, among
others.
From the end of 2022, INTERACTIONS will be screened in various international film festivals, schools,
universities, museums and cultural institutions, special events organized by its international public and private
partners. Thanks to ART for The World’s media partners such as Eurovision/European Broadcasting Union,
TAL (Television Latino America), SESCTV Brazil, Asia Broadcasting Union and VOX AFRICA,
INTERACTIONS will be able broadcasted on public channels all over the world during all 2023.

THE KEY THEMES
Living this era of the Anthropocene, where humans increasingly seem to influence nature beyond their conscious control, it’s time to assert
some of the forms of relationships that can accentuate and investigate the interactions between nature, the animal world and mankind.
The key themes of each film will share the objective of reflecting the intertwined relations between humans and animals with a particular
emphasis on:
Conservation of Nature
Human activities have direct effects on species and ecosystems, such as habitat loss and degradation, overexploitation and the spread of
non-native species and increasing of diseases. Many species are isolated, and their sources of food and shelter are in decline. Humanwildlife conflicts and have also risen in number because without sufficient natural habitat species come into increased contact with humans,
often being killed or captured as a result.
Ecosystems and Biodiversity
Everywhere on the planet, species live together and depend on one another. Every living being, including mankind, is involved in these
complex networks of relationships. All animals play important roles in their ecosystems and there appears to be an ecological balance
between all animals in nature. Biodiversity is the key indicator of the health of an ecosystem. Even if certain species are affected by pollution,
climate change, or human activities, the ecosystem as a whole may adapt and survive. But the extinction of a species may have unforeseen
impacts, sometimes snowballing into the destruction of entire ecosystems.
Deforestation
One of the leading causes of climate change and species extinction, deforestation has dramatic effects for all animals, whether they live in
rivers, oceans, forests, mountains, or skies. The removal of trees and other types of vegetation reduces available food, shelter, and breeding
habitat. Wildlife habitats become fragmented and with increased habitat edge, wildlife may experience an increased vulnerability to
predation, poaching, wind, sunlight, and other factors such as direct exposure to natural disasters that were not as much of a threat prior
to the deforestation event.
Health
Human activities strongly affect the health and the well-being of animals, plants and the environment. The global Covid-19 pandemic
highlights our human and environmental vulnerability. It forces us to face economic, energy and ecological transitions in the direction of
sustainable development (UNSDG) taking into account the stewardship between environment, animal health and human health.
Water
Animals need fresh water for their body functions such as temperature regulation, nutrient uptake, removing wastes, body weight, and
health. Losing one tenth of the body’s water can result in death as the body will shut down. The aquatic animals play an important role on
our planet. Their biodiversity provides humans energy and even jobs for humans. Especially freshwater animals are often in danger because
of the fragility of their environments, they are subject to pressure from overfishing, destructive fishing, marine pollution and climate change.
Animal Rights
Possessing certain physiological, emotional, psychological, and cognitive capacities, over-and-above mere sentience, makes the animal a
subject-of-a-life*, whose value cannot be reduced to their utility to humans: animals possess a value that is intrinsic, independent of how
animals are valued by – or valuable to – humans... (Tom Regan: The Case for Animal Rights, 1983).
The incessant trade and trafficking in endangered animal species put large numbers of nonhuman species at risk, both in terms of animal
abuse and environmental degradation.

THE FILMMAKERS
The filmmakers participating in this film production have been selected carefully from all over the world, including Europe, Middle East,
Africa, Asia, Latino America and USA, not only on the basis of their filmography, awards and fame, but as well for their particular sensitivity
to themes regarding our planet, the consequences of the climate change on humankind, nature and the animal life.
Without any restriction of genre (docu-fiction, drama, comedy, SF, animation…), and in complete operative and creative autonomy, the
selected filmmakers will be able to convey the key themes of INTERACTIONS while wishing to promote awareness and education and
bring a perspective of solutions for the future.
FAOUZI BENSAÏDI (Morocco) ♂, CLEMENTE BICOCCHI (Italy)♂, ANNE DE CARBUCCIA (France/USA) ♀, TAKUMÃ KUIKURO (Brazil)
OSKAR METSAVAHT (Brazil) ♂, ERIC NAZARIAN (USA) ♂, BETTINA OBERLI (Switzerland) ♀, IDRISSA OUEDRAOGO (Burkina Faso)
♂, YULENE OLAIZOLA ♀ and RUBÉN IMAZ (Mexico) ♂, NILA MADHAB PANDA (India) ♂, JANIS RAFA (Greece) ♀, ISABELLA
ROSSELLINI (USA) ♀
The short movies will be shot on eleven countries around the world and collected in one long feature subtitled in English, French, Italian,
German, Portuguese and Spanish. Each segment will exist as well as a single short in their original language with subtitle in English.

THE TOPICS
Animal Abuse
FAOUZI BENSAÏDI (Morocco/France)
The entertainment world in general (cinema, circus, parks, zoo, etc.) has for a long time ignored the welfare of animals. FARAS is the story
of a horse that everyone blames when he behaves like a free animal, but that everyone praises when he is suffering.
Shooting in Marrakesh

Nature Conservation
CLEMENTE BICOCCHI (Italy)
An ancestral scene in a science-fiction frame inspired by a novel of Isaac Asimov. The passage of a herd of goats at sunset in a remote
bay of a Greek island can be the starting point for a visionary and metaphysical journey. An abstract-meditating setting, pointing out the
urgency of our planet and humanity.
Shooting in Kefalonia Island
Nature Conservation
ANNE DE CARBUCCIA (France/USA)
Based on the scientific theme “refugia” defined as habitats or environmental factors that coupled with morphological, Refugia reminds us
of the connections and interconnections of our planet and how we must all be part of the Force that protects all living creatures.
Shooting in Yakushima Island Japan
Amazonian Deforestation, Ecosystem
TAKUMÃ KUIKURO (Brazil)
The struggle of the Amazonian Xingu tribes trying to save their habitat from the fire, to protect their ecosystem and many rare species living
in the rainforests.
Shooting in Mato Grosso, Amazonia, Brazil
Destructive Fishing Practices, Marine Ecosystem
OSKAR METSAVAHT (Brazil)
The importance of the urgency for a conscious consumption of the marine ecosystem on our planet, the understanding of the damage
caused by destructive fishing practices and their consequences by predatory methods.
Shooting in the bay of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil
Preservation of the Ecosystem and Earth Observations
ERIC NAZARIAN (USA)
The bond between the Lakota people (Sioux) and their worship for buffalos, including the regeneration of the prairies, the preservation of
their ecosystem and the subsistence hunting.
Shooting in North Dakota, USA
Humans and Wildlife Coexistence, Ecosystem, Water
BETTINA OBERLI (Switzerland)
Following her first short film Kingdom (Interdependence 2019), this second episode will describe the main character a female shepherd
seeking strength in the encounter with the wolfs, on the Swiss glaciers.
Shooting in the Swiss Alps
Conservation of the Endangered species, marine ecosystem
YULENE OLAIZOLA and RUBÉN IMAZ (Mexico)
The story of the last Maya man in southern Yucatan lives surrounded by the ruins of the human civilization. In this solitary environment, he
finds comfort and affection getting along with a manatee.
Shooting in the south of Yucatan, Mexico
Beliefs
IDRISSA OUEDRAOGO (Burkina Faso)
The sacred side of traditional beliefs regarding animals. Where do these beliefs come from, how were they born and especially, how are
they expressed in the behaviours, customs or traditions related to the relationship between man and animal?
Shooting in an African village
Deforestations, Ecosystem, Human and Wildlife conflict for the Habitat
NILA MADHAB PANDA (India)
Children from a small village in the Wayanad forest in Kerala, Southern India make a unique appeal to humanity on how to resolve
Human – Wild Animal conflict and preserving the forest and the biodiversity.
Shooting in Kerala, India
Coexistence between Humans and Farm animals
JANIS RAFA (Greece)
A fictional and poetic interpretation on the notion of coexistence between local communities and farm animals in a moment in which
humanity is in danger to be revenged by nature itself.
Shooting in the North of Greece
Biodiversity and Modern farming
ISABELLA ROSSELLINI (USA)
The origin of domestic animals, the explanation on the lack of biodiversity in modern farming and the inception of different breeds.
Shooting in Long Island, New York
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